Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 ALGIER 01276 01 OF 02 201440Z 
ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 AF-10 EUR- 12 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-05 
H-01 INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 SP-02 
SS-15 ICA-11 IO-13 /099W 

102121 201450Z/50 

R 191413Z APR 78 
FM AMEMBASSY ALGIERS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8416 
INFO AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 
AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
AMEMBASSY MADRID 
AMEMBASSY NOUAKCHOTT 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY RABAT 
AMEMBASSY TRIPOLI 
USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN GERMANY 

CONFIDENTIAL SECTION 1 OF 2 ALGIERS 1276 

CINCEUR FOR POLAD 

E. O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PEPR, SCUL, XF, LE, AG 

SUB J : VISIT OF PARTRIARCH MAXIMOS V TO ALGERIA 

1 . SUMMARY: GOA GAVE GREEK CATHOLIC PATRICARCH MAXIMOS AND LARGE 
DELEGATION RED CARPET TREATMENT DURING APRIL 12-17 VISIT. ALGERIAN 
AIMS WERE PROBABLY TO PROJECT ACTIVIST MIDDLE EAST IMAGE AND TO 
GARNER LEBANESE CHRISTIAN SUPPORT ON SAHARA. MAXIMOS AND DELEGATION 
APPARENTLY ANXIOUS TO TELL LEBANESE CHRISTIAN STORY IN RADICAL ARAB 
STATE AND TO CONDEMN PALESTINIANS. ALTHOUGH MEMBERS OF MAXIMOS’S 
DELEGATION BELIEVE THEY SCORED POINTS HERE, WE SUSPECT VISIT TO HAVE 
BEEN LARGELY DIALOGUE OF DEAF. END SUMMARY. 

2. HIS BEATITUDE MAXIMOS V HAKIM, GREEK CATHOLIC PATRIARCH OF 
ANTIOCH, ALL THE ORIENT, ALEXANDRIA, AND JERUSALEM, PAID HIGHLY 
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PUBLICIZED OFFICIAL VISIT TO ALGERIA APRIL 12-17 IN COMPANY OF 
DELEGATION OF SOME 40 LEBANESE CHRISTIANS. MEDIA EMPHASIZED PAT- 
RIARCH WAS VISITING AT PERSONAL INVITATION OF PRESIDENT BOUMED- 
IENE, AND DELEGATION SOURCES TOLD US SPECIAL AIR ALGERIE PLANE HAD 
BEEN SENT TO BEIRUT TO BRING ITS MEMBERS HERE. 

3. GOA ROLLED OUT RED CARPET FOR THIS OCCASION AND GAVE DELEGA- 
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TION UNUSUAL EXPOSURE. SCHEDULE INCLUDED: 

A. APRIL 10: WELCOME AT AIRPORT BY NATIONAL POPULAR ASSEMBLY 
PRESIDENT BITAT AND CHIEFS OF DIPLOMATIC MISSIONS. 

B. APRIL 11: CALL ON PRESIDENT BOUMEDIENE IN PRESENCE OF FLN 
PARTY CHIEF YAHIAOUI, FOREIGN MINISTER BOUTEFLIKA, RELIGIOUS AFFAIRS 
MOULOUD KASSIM. 

C. APRIL 12: LUNCHEON WITH BOUMEDIENE, NOLASEEMBLY PRES- 
IDENT BITAT, YAHIAOUI, AND OTHER GOA LEADERS; VISIT TO MUSEUM OF 
REVOLUTION; RECEPTION OF POLISARIO DELEGATION; MEETING WITH ALG- 
ERIAN RELIGIOUS LEADERS, INCLUDING HIGHER ISLAMIC COUNCIL PRESIDENT 
HAMANI AND CATHOLIC ARCHBISHOP DUVAL. 

D. APRIL 13: CONFERRAL OF DOCTORATE FROM UNIVERSITY OF ALGIERS 
BY MINISTER OF HIGHER EDUCATION RAHAL IN PRESENCE OF CHIEFS OF 
DIPLOMATIC MISSIONS. 

E. APRIL 14: VISIT TO HOT SPRINGS AND SOCIALIST VILLAGE IN ORAN 
REGION. 

F. APRIL 15: VISIT TO LNG FACILITIES AT ARZE2. 

G. APRIL 16: CALL ON BOUMEDIENE AND BOUTEFLIKA. INTERMINABLE 
ECUMENICAL MASS AT ALGIERS CATHEDRAL IN PRESENCE OF DIPLOMATIC 
CORPS. 

H. APRIL 17: DEPARTURE. CHIEFS OF DIPLOMATIC MISSION AGAIN SUM- 
MONED. THUS BRINGING TO MORE THAN 10 HOURS MINIMUM TIME HEADS OF 
DIPLOMATIC MISSIONS SPENT ON THIS VISIT. 

4. FROM EXCHANGES WITH DELEGATION MEMBERS OF OUR OWN ANALYSIS, WE 
JDUGE THIS VISIT TO HAVE BEEN MOTIVATED ON ALGERIAN SIDE BY DESIRE 
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TO APPEAR ACTIVE IN MIDDLE EAST AFFAIRS AND GARNER SUPPORT AND RECO- 
GNITION-FROM ANY SOURCE-FOR POLISARIO. BY GIVING VISIT GREAT PRO- 
MINENCE IN MEDIA AND INVOLVING HIGH REGIME FIGURES IN SCHEDULE, 

GOA ACHIEVED ITS FIRST OBJECTIVE. BY GETTING PATRIARCH TO RECEIVE 
POLISARIO DELEGATION LED BY SECY GEN MOHAMED ABDELAZIZ AND LATER 
DECLARE "WE ARE GOING TO WORK IN DEFENSE OF THE INTERESTS OF THESE 
PEOPLE, JUST AS WE ARE WORKING TO DEFEND THE PEOPLE OF PALESTINE,” 

GOA CAN CONVINCE ITSELF IT ACHIEVED SECOND OBJECTIVE AS WELL. 
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5. GOA IS UNLIKELY TO GO BEYOND THIS TOKENISM. ACCORDING TO DELE- 
GATION SOURCE, AT ONE POINT, WHEN PATRIARCH ASKED BOUMEDIENE TO 
PLAY MORE ACTIVE ROLE IN LEBANON, LATER ANSWERED (ONLY HALF- JOKIN- 
GLY) "WE WOULD LOVE TO, BUT WOULD OUR FRIENDS THE SYRIANS LET US?" 

6. ON CHRISTIAN SIDE, VISIT APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN MOTIVATED BOTH BY 
DESIRE TO BRING "CHRISTIAN" STORY IN LEBANON TO MAJOR RADICAL ARAB 
STATE WITHOUT RECOURSE TO "PARTISAN" INTERMEDIARIES LIKE ALGERIAN 
AMBASSADOR IN BEIRUT AND BY WISH TO SHATTER ALGERIAN ILLUSIONS ABOUT 
PURITY OF PALESTINIAN CAUSE. DELEGATION WAS DESIGNED TO REPRESENT 
MAIN CHRISTIAN COMMUNITIES OF LEBANON. IN ADDITION TO GREEK CATHOLIC 
BISHOPS OF SIDON, TYRE, BEIRUT. DAMASCUS, AND PARIS, NUMBER OF 
MARONITE, GREEK ORTHODOX. AND ROMAN CATHOLIC LUMINARIES CAME ALONG: 
F.LTF. KARAME (MEMBER OF PHALANGE PARTY POLITBURO), JOSEPH EL KHAZEN 
(FRANJIEH PROTEGE), AND SEVERAL PARTISAN JOURNALISTS FROM "AL-JARIDA", 
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"AL-ANWAR", "AL-HADITH" (?), AND "L'ORIENT-LE JOUR". 

7. ACCORDING TO DELEGATION SOURCE, PARTIARCH AND HIS ENTOURAGE 
AFFIRMED SUPPORT OF CHRISTIANS THROUGHOUT MIDDLE EAST FOR PALES- 
TINIAN CAUSE WHILE AT SAME TIME BRINGING TO ALGERIANS' ATTENTION 
"DEFICIENCIES" IN PALESTINIAN BEHAVIOR, ESPECIALLY IN LEBANON. 

IN TWO-HOUR MEETING WITH BOUMEDIENE, DELEGATION MEMBERS COMPLAINED 
FREELY ABOUT "ANARCHIC PRESENCE" OF PALESTINIANS IN LEBANON AND 
TRAGEDY WHICH HAS RESULTED FROM THIS PRESENCE. IN ALL ITS DISCUSSIONS, 

DELEGATION COMPLAINED THAT PALESTINIANS ARE DOING NOTHING TO EN- 
HANCE ARAB CAUSE IN MIDDLE EAST AND HAVE NOW BROUGHT ABOUT OCCU- 
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PATION OF SEVENTEEN PERCENT OF LEBANESE TERRITORY. THEY ALSO OB- 
SERVED THAT ALGERIA WILL. IF IT CONTINUES TO SUPPORT STEADFASTNESS 
AND PALESTINIANS SO STRONGLY, LOSE PRESTIGE IN MIDDLE EAST. 

8. BOUMEDIENE AND OTHER GOA LEADERS, ACCORDING TO DELEGATION MEM- 
BERS, DEFENDED PRINCIPLES OF PALESTINIAN CAUSE AND ALGERIAN SUPPORT 
FOR THESE PRINCIPLES AT OUTSET OF DISCUSSIONS, BUT THEY CAME TO 
ADMIT THEIR RECOGNITION OF PALESTINIAN "MISTAKES AND DIRTY DEEDS 
(AWSAAKH)" AND HAD LITTLE TO SAY IN LATTER STAGES OF TALKS. TO 
CHRISTIANS, THESE SIGNALLED AT LEAST PARTIAL VICTORY IN THEIR CAM 
PAIGN, AND THEY CLAIMED THEIR COMPLAINTS ABOUT PALESTINIAN EXCES- 
SES STRUCK RESPONSIVE CHORD WITH SEVERAL (UNNAMED) GOA MINISTERES 
CRITICAL OF THEIR GOVERNMENT'S MIDDLE EASTER POLICY. 

9. WE HAVE HAD NO INFORMATION ON VISIT FROM GOA SOURCES AND ARE 
HIGHLY SKEPTICAL OF PICTURE PAINTED BY CHRISTIANS CITED ABOVE. IF 
NEANDERTHAL DELEGATION MEMBERS WITH WHOM EMBOFF EXCHANGED VIEWS 
ARE REPRESENTATIVE OF PATRIARCH S THINKING, TALKS WITH ALGERIANS 
MUST HAVE BEEN A DIALOGUE OF THE DEAF. EXCHANGES BETWEEN DELEGA- 
TION AND ALGERIA'S OWN NEANDERTHAL, MINISTER OF RELIGIOUS AFFAIRS 
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MOULOUD KASSIM. WHO CHAPERONED DELEGATION THROUGH MOST OF ITS PRO- 
GRAM, MUST HAVE BEEN PARTICULARLY SPIRITUAL. 

HAYNES 
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